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[bookmark: _Toc104378944]Phil 434 – Technology, Ethics, and Society 
[bookmark: _Toc104374908][bookmark: _Toc104378945]Syllabus – Fall 2026

Important: This syllabus and its components are subject to change. Your instructor will communicate changes in a timely manner. Students should download a copy of this document for future reference.
[bookmark: _Toc104378947]Instructor Information
[bookmark: _Toc104378948]Name: Dr. David Scott
Office location and hours: Alumni 108, Monday/Wednesday 12-1:30, or by appointment
Telephone: 502-272-7444
Email: Dscott3@bellarmine.edu
Course Information
[bookmark: _Toc104378950]Course Description
This course will examine, from various philosophical perspectives, numerous ethical, social, and legal issues raised by current and evolving technologies, both in terms of how these technologies test the limits of our existing legal and ethical frameworks, and how our existing legal and ethical frameworks reveal the appropriate aims or limits of these technologies. Topics covered include data privacy and surveillance, online speech and moral responsibility, intellectual property, and the putative obligation to control technology.

Modality: Traditional/face-to-face 
Meeting location: Miles 307
Meeting day and time: T/Th 9:25-10:40
Prerequisites/Corequisites: PHIL 101 
Credit hours: 3
[bookmark: _Toc104378951]Learning Outcomes
Program Outcomes
By the end of this course, students will be able to:
	Objective/Outcome
	Associated Course(s) or Assessment(s)

	Appreciate the importance of philosophical problems involving knowledge, reality, and meaning
	All components of the course (weekly assignments, lectures, classroom discussions, and exams/papers) will aim at this objective.

	Understand major thinkers’ approaches to central philosophical problems
	Weekly assignments, paper, exams, lecture/in-class discussion

	Understand and critically evaluate philosophical texts
	Weekly assignments, paper, in-class discussion

	Express philosophical ideas through clear and cogent writing
	Paper, exams


Table 1 Program Outcomes
Course Outcomes
	By the end of this course, students will be able to demonstrate: Objective/Outcome
	Associated Assessment

	Knowledge of philosophical approaches vital to an understanding of ultimate truth, the nature of the self, and a good life.
	All components of the course (weekly assignments, lectures, classroom discussions, and paper) will aim at this objective.

	Critical thinking skills.
	Weekly assignments, paper, exams

	Facility in oral and written communication.
	Classroom discussion, weekly written assignments, papers


Table 2 Course Outcomes

Course Methodology
[bookmark: _Toc104378952]Course Materials
A note about copyright: Some materials may be posted online in the Moodle LMS section for this course. The federal TEACH Act permits select copyrighted works to be posted under strict conditions. Students may use these works solely as instructional resources and may not share these works with anyone not enrolled in this course, nor may they maintain copies of these works beyond the end of this term.
Required Materials
There are no required materials for this course: all readings will be available on our course Moodle page under the Course Readings section.
[bookmark: _Toc104378953]Course Activities
[bookmark: _Toc104378954]Use this table as a checklist of all activities that require a submission or product.
	Activity Title/Name
	Objective(s)
	Value
	Due Date
	Description/Notes

	Midterm Exam
	PO 1-4, LO 1-3
	22.5%
	10/8/2026
	

	Tech Memo
	PO 1-4, LO 1-3
	20%
	11/17/2026
	

	Final Exam
	PO 1-4, LO 1-3
	25%
	12/10/2026
	

	Weekly Response Assignments
	PO 1-4, LO 1-3
	17.5%
	 Each Tuesday
	

	Participation
	PO 1-4, LO 1-3
	15%
	N/A
	



Tentative Reading Schedule
(There will likely be some changes to the reading schedule during the first several weeks of the semester. These changes will be announced well in advance of their due date.)

Important Notes Regarding Readings: 

· The readings are homework for the day they are listed. For instance, Madeline Claire Elish – Moral Crumple Zones is listed on August 20. This means that you should have completed that reading for homework before the following class meeting on Tuesday, August 25.
· The weekly assignment (typically a reading response at the beginning of class) will usually cover reading that has been assigned for the previous 1-2 classes, so make sure to be prepared each Tuesday!
· I have intentionally left some open days and some details of certain readings to be determined depending on class interest and course pacing. I otherwise reserve the right to change the reading schedule at any time, though I will provide reasonable notice before doing so. 
· Keeping up with the readings is the best and easiest way to ensure a good grade in the course! 

Week 1 – Introduction

Thursday, Aug. 20: Madeline Claire Elish – Moral Crumple Zones 

Week 2 – Why Technology Ethics Specifically?   

Tuesday, Aug. 25: Neil Postman – 5 Things We Need to Know About Technological Change

Thursday, Aug. 27: Michael Sandel – Justice, Chapter 2; Optional: Sven Nyholm – This is Technology Ethics (Chapter 2) 

Week 3 – Moral Theories and Their Applications   

Tuesday, Sep. 1: Onora O’Neill – A Simplified Account of Kantian Ethics; Susser, et al – Hidden Influences; Optional: Sunstein article on Nudges 

Thursday, Sep. 3: Shannon Vallor – Virtue Ethics, Technology, and Human Flourishing 

Week 4 – Moral Theories and Their Applications  

Tuesday, Sep. 8: Christian Miller – Technology and the Virtue of Honesty   

Thursday, Sep. 10: Andrei Marmor – What Is the Right to Privacy?

Week 5 – Privacy and Surveillance 

Tuesday, Sep. 15: Neil Richards – The Dangers of Surveillance; Short Reading TBD on Flock cameras; Optional: Taylor – In Praise of Big Brother 

Thursday, Sep. 17: Reading and Case TBD on the ethics of big data (likely investigative work on Mobilewalla or GM/OnStar); Muhlhoff – Predictive Privacy 

Week 6 – Privacy and Surveillance II

Tuesday, Sep. 22: Peck – They Are Watching You at Work; Optional: Nissenbaum – Countering Privacy Nihilism

Thursday, Sep. 24: Thomas Scanlon – A Theory of the Freedom of Expression 

Week 7 – Free Speech and its Limits

Tuesday, Sep. 29: Gonzalez v. Google; Article TBD on Section 230 and Algorithmic Filtering

Thursday, Oct. 1: Jack Balkin – Free Speech is a Triangle (excerpts); Timothy Wu – Is the First Amendment Obsolete? (excerpts); Article TBD on Generative AI Liability 

Week 8 – Midterm Exam

Tuesday, Oct. 6: No new reading 

Thursday, Oct. 8: Midterm exam; for next class: Robert Sparrow – Killer Robots; Optional: Michael Robillard – There Is No Such Thing as Killer Robots 

Week 9 – A Return to Responsibility Gaps

Tuesday, Oct. 13: Fall Break

Thursday, Oct. 15: Peter Konigs – Artificial Intelligence & Responsibility Gaps; Optional: Max Kiener – AI & Responsibility 

Week 10 – The Right to an Explanation

Tuesday, Oct. 20 – Kate Vredenburgh – The Right to an Explanation; Short reading TBD on EU Proposal; Optional: Additional Reading TBD on Right to an Explanation (likely Karlan & Kugelberg); Dating Apps & The Right to an Explanation

Thursday, Oct. 22 – Cohen & Fung – Democratic Responsibility in the Digital Public Sphere; Optional: John Rawls – Justice as Fairness

Week 11 – Justice I 

Tuesday, Oct. 27 – Deborah Hellman – Measuring Algorithmic Fairness; Optional: Larson & Angwin: A Technical Response to Northpoint

Thursday, Oct. 29 – Barocos & Selbst – Big Data’s Disparate Impact

Week 12 – Justice II: Algorithmic Bias

Tuesday, Nov. 3: Article TBD on Automated Welfare Decisions in Europe (like WIRED’s Inside the Suspicious Machine)

Thursday, Nov. 5: Daniel Susskind – What Will Work Be Like in the Future?

Week 13 – Justice III: The Future of Work & Automation

Tuesday, Nov. 10: Article TBD on UBI

Thursday, Nov. 12: Reading TBD on AI Companions

Week 14 – Controlling Technology, Staying Human I

Tuesday, Nov. 17: Reading TBD on Environmental impacts and data centers 

Thursday, Nov. 19: Nick Bostrom – The Vulnerable Worlds Hypothesis

Week 15 – Controlling Technology, Staying Human II

Tuesday, Nov. 24: Reading TBD (likely Winner’s Do Artifacts Have Politics OR excerpts from Lazar’s Governing the Algorithmic City)  

Thursday, Nov. 26 – No Class (Thanksgiving)

Week 16 – Course Wrap-Up

Tuesday, Dec. 1 – Last Day of Class
The tentative schedule above may change at the discretion of the instructor. Also, remember that there are many important dates and deadlines published annually in the University’s Master Calendar at https://www.bellarmine.edu/registrar/academic-calendars/, including the final exam schedule (https://www.bellarmine.edu/registrar/final-exam-information/). It is your responsibility to be aware of all academic calendar dates and to meet the published deadlines
[bookmark: _Toc104378959]Grading Information
Your final grade for the course will be determined as follows (see below for more detail): 
1. Weekly Response Assignments – 20%
1. Final Exam – 25%
1. Attendance and Participation – 15%
1. Midterm – 22.5%
1. Technology Governance Memo – 17.5%
Grading Scale
All grades are calculated to the nearest hundredth and will not be rounded up. For example, an 89.99 will be a B+ and not an A-.
	Letter Grade
	G.P.A. Equivalent
	Lower Limit (%)
	Upper Limit (%)

	A+
	4.00
	97.00
	100.00

	A
	4.00
	93.00
	96.99

	A-
	3.67
	90.00
	92.99

	B+
	3.33
	87.00
	89.99

	B
	3.00
	83.00
	86.99

	B-
	2.67
	80.00
	82.99

	C+
	2.33
	77.00
	79.99

	C
	2.00
	73.00
	76.99

	C-
	1.67
	70.00
	72.99

	D+
	1.33
	67.00
	69.99

	D
	1.00
	65.00
	66.99

	D-
	0.67
	60.00
	64.99

	F
	0.00
	0.00
	59.99


[bookmark: _Toc104378955]Table 4 Grading Scale
Weekly Assignments (timed quizzes, free writes, and response assignments)

Though I maintain the weekly readings will be, for the most part, thought provoking and exhilarating, these facts do not ensure that everyone will keep up with the reading. Moreover, I know first-hand that reading philosophy can be difficult. Not only are some philosophers guilty of using tons of jargon, but some articles cover a lot of ground. Thus, most weeks will include a (graded) assignment that serves at least one of two functions (often both): (1) Directing your attention to the “takeaways” of each article (or audio file), and (2) Requiring you to think reflectively on the issues raised in the article and apply it to our shared world. These assignments will also ensure you have thought about (and tried to understand) the author’s argument in the assigned reading enough to have a position of your own that you can share in class. 
These assignments will take one of three forms: an in-class reading response regarding an open-ended prompt concerning the recent reading, an out-of-class or in-class timed quiz, or an out-of-class short response essay. Due to the prevalence of AI use, I suspect that out-of-class writing will be something I use only selectively; in most or all cases, I will probably opt for the in-class response assignments. Each Thursday, I will announce what form that week’s assignment will take at the beginning of class. The assignment will then be due (or take place) during class time the following Tuesday. 
IMPORTANT – Statement on the (mis)use of artificial intelligence (AI), such as ChatGPT (adapted from the University of Washington): 
All work submitted for this course must be your own. Any use of generative AI tools, such as ChatGPT, when working on assignments is forbidden. Use of generative AI will be considered academic misconduct and subject to investigation
The assignments in this class have been designed to challenge you to develop creativity, critical-thinking, and problem-solving skills. Using AI technology will limit your capacity to develop these skills and to meet the learning goals of this course.
Participation and Attendance
Because I believe philosophy is at its best as a conversation, and the quality of each philosophy course is determined in large part by you, I expect everyone to come to class having completed the reading, reflected on it, and come up with some questions or thoughts about the positions you have encountered. While you don’t have to speak up every class (or even every week), you should try to participate with some regularity to demonstrate that you have reflected on the material. If you find participating in class difficult or are extremely nervous to do so, I can certainly relate, as this used to be me. While I’d still encourage you to try your best to participate in person, you can message me if you’d like to make up at least some of the participation grade (by coming to office hours, emailing me some of your thoughts on our discussions in class, sending me questions, etc.). 
Exams

There will almost certainly be two exams this semester, but I may convert the second exam to a paper (I will let you know very far in advance if I decide to do so). The midterm exam will likely take place on October 8. The second exam will take place during our Final Exam time slot on . I will say more about the format for the exams, and go over a grading rubric, several weeks into the semester. Any papers (if applicable) will be submitted by a Moodle Dropbox, which I will make available well in advance of the due date for each paper. Absent unusual circumstances and my prior approval, late papers will receive a 10% penalty for each day that they are late. Once a paper is more than three days late, unless you have made a prior arrangement with me, it will no longer be accepted and will receive a zero.

Technology Governance Memo 
While the exact format of the paper/memo will be determined during the first month of the semester, it will likely involve (a) presenting a difficult moral issue that is relevant to the themes of the course involving a current or recent technological innovation, and (b) incorporating our readings from throughout the semester into your recommendation. This will be a paper, but will take the form of either a memo addressed to some public official or corporate executive. This will involve a small amount of research, but will largely draw on several of our course themes and readings.
Course Policies
Attendance
You are allowed to miss up to three classes (unexcused absences) without a penalty to your grade. For each additional absence, however, your participation grade will be lowered by 10% (or a letter grade). Absent unusual circumstances and/or my discretion, missing more than 6 classes will result in your automatically failing the class. 

Classroom Expectations 
Because a classroom should be a respectful, fair, welcoming, and non-disruptive environment, you agree to honor the following rules. Failure to respect these rules may result in your dismissal from class and/or a significant penalty to your participation grade. 

· Respect others by avoiding any refraining from having private conversations or interrupting during lecture or when others are talking during class discussions. 

· Make sure to be scholarly, respectful, professional, and polite in classroom discussions, whether in person or online. Avoid being confrontational; instead, critique others’ ideas respectfully. Where conversations take place online (such as through Teams or through Discussion Boards), especially consider how online communication doesn’t always capture 

· Use of any derogatory or hurtful language to your classmates or the instructor will not be tolerated. 

· Turn off or silence your cell phone before class begins. You may not use electronic devices without my permission. At the beginning of the semester, I will permit the use of laptops for notetaking or course reading purposes only. Please do not use your laptop for non-coursework purposes or you will lose this privilege. If the problem of inappropriate laptop use is common enough, I will restrict laptops for the entire class (except for those who have obtained separate permission from me to do so). 

Communication 
I will send weekly announcements via Moodle, typically on Friday or Monday morning, that will include reminders about any assignments due during the upcoming week. I will also typically send other messages through Moodle each week on an as-needed basis, including clarifications about assignments, additional information on topics covered in class, and other items.
The best way to reach me is by email (Dscott3@bellarmine.edu). Absent extenuating circumstances, I will reply to all emails within 48 hours, though I will often reply to emails much faster than this.
Feel free to email me for questions or help with the reading or assignments, to talk about any issues you are having in the course, or if you are interested in further resources related to our topics. I am also happy to chat about your plans at Bellarmine (majors, minors, or extracurriculars/internships) and beyond (graduate school and career options). Since I am the Pre-Law Program director and a member of the philosophy department, I know a lot more about these than some other avenues, but I can at least direct those of you interested in other areas to the right people! For any of these items, I am glad to answer specific questions over email, but for something more detailed (especially going over the readings, reviewing papers, chatting about career/grad school plans), it’s typically better to set up a virtual or in-person meeting.
Technology

The primary reason you will need the resources below is for accessing content and completing assignments on Moodle. However, while I intend for this class to meet entirely in-person, the last several years have taught us that extenuating circumstances could foreseeably require one or more remote class meetings, which would be conducted via Microsoft Teams. Thus, a course requirement (pursuant to the specifications below) is that you are able to access Microsoft Teams and fully participate in remote course meetings if the need arises.

Required equipment/hardware
Note that the use of Chromebooks or mobile devices running mobile operating systems may not be supported.
A computer manufactured within the last five years, with a current operating system and using physical keyboard and mouse input (or applicable alternative as needed for students with accessibility-based accommodations). 
An audio-visual recording device, such as a webcam or smartphone with camera.
Reliable Internet access at speeds of at least 25 Mbps download and 3 Mbps upload.
Required applications/software
An updated, full-featured web browser such as Chrome, Safari, Edge or Firefox.
Microsoft Office. This suite of tools is available to all Bellarmine students at no additional charge, in both online and desktop application formats. Information on accessing and downloading Microsoft tools for free, as a Bellarmine student, can be obtained at https://one.bellarmine.edu/community/tsc/services/Pages/Software.aspx.
A PDF reader, such as a modern web browser, Apple Preview or Adobe Acrobat Reader.

Library access off campus
To access the W.L. Lyons Brown Library and pertinent contact information, visit the library website at https://www.bellarmine.edu/library. Through the library, Bellarmine students have access to resources for research, including academic journals, print and eBooks, films, and more. Some of these services require special steps to access off-campus; you can find necessary instructions at https://libguides.bellarmine.edu/off_campus.
Technical support
The Technology Support Center (TSC) provides technology services for the Bellarmine community for Moodle, Office 365, email, and other technology needs. The TSC is open Monday through Saturday. You may stop by the TSC on the “A” Level of the Library, call 502.272.8301, or email tsc@bellarmine.edu.
Important Information for Your Success
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	As a Bellarmine University student, you are expected to be engaged in the learning process throughout the semester. However, circumstances may arise that impact your success as a student. It is important that you review university policies and services that may apply in certain circumstances. To do so, simply use your smartphone to scan the QR code at left, or visit this link:  http://aka.bellarmine.edu/policiesandservices


Information about the following policies and services can be found at that link:
Policies
· Academic Honesty
· University-Sponsored Travel Notification/Extended Absence Policy
· Field Trips
· Student Concern Reporting
· Title IX and Sexual Misconduct Notification
· Bias Incident Reporting
· Chosen Name
· Pronouns and Gender Identity
 
Services
· Technology Support Center
· W.L. Lyons Brown Library
· Student Success Center
· Accessibility Resource Center and student accommodations for disabilities
· Counseling Center and Health Services

Use of Turnitin for submitted activities (if applicable)
By taking this course, each student agrees that submitted activities are subject to verification and review by Turnitin (including through use of artificial intelligence or similar detection tools) to assess in-product writing behavior to provide instructors with insight into your writing process, and to asses textual similarity for the detection of potential plagiarism and writing that is likely generated by AI. All submitted papers will be included as source documents in the Turnitin reference database solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of such papers. Use of the Turnitin products and services is subject to the Acceptable Use Policy.
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